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therefore, normally requires a subsequent plastic consolidation, known as “sprue
feeding”. In general, it is the plastic consolidation step, which allows for the filling of the
complex component shapes, thereby eliminating the need for subsequent machining
operations, which typically is required for making complex components from atomized
powders. While the plastic consolidation step results in products that are satisfactory for
many purposes, it nevertheless also results in a series of highly significant disadvantages
that
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