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game, Sampaoli was furious and he was furious with the timing of the substitution and even more

angry with the player who replaced him. In a post-match press conference he said: “I prefer to wait
until the games end to give the reason.” Firmino had not been playing well. He had been caught at

the end of the box by Colombia’s Buenaventura in his final game for Brazil but was at fault in
allowing the shot to deflect into the net. It was a mistake that meant the mistake of accepting the

offer of a recall to the Brazil squad. In fact, Firmino had been struggling for fitness to start the World
Cup. He had been selected as a substitute in the final warm-up game against Bolivia on June 2 and

only came off the bench to play in the semifinal. He had been struggling, partly because of an injury
to his thigh but also because the goals of the new coach Jogi Löw were to change things up and
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